
 

The role of Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
The Overview and Scrutiny Committee has a number of roles: 

• scrutiny of the decision making process; 
• monitoring the Council’s performance; 
• operating as the “Audit Committee” of the Council; 
• supporting the strategic development of policy prepared by the Executive; 
• review of specific services; 
• reviewing issues of concern to local people; 
• “Call-In” of Executive decisions; 
• monitoring and scrutinising the activities of others; and 
• considering ‘Councillor Calls for Action’. 

The Committee and its Panels examine whether Council services and policies are 
being delivered in the most efficient and effective way possible, and whether they are 
meeting the needs of local residents, businesses and users of Council services. 

It acts as a watchdog, and exists to ensure the Executive acts in the full interest of 
the public good. The Executive consults the Committee on all its major Plans and 
Strategies. 

The Committee has a work programme of reviews that will contribute to the overall 
priorities for improving Council services and developing policy. 

It may also investigate a matter if they believe it is of sufficient local concern. 

Alternatively, they can delay a decision made by the Executive but not yet 
implemented, in order to consider whether the decision is appropriate. This is known 
as the ‘Call-In’ procedure. 

Not for individual complaints 
The Overview and Scrutiny Committee is not for individual complaints. Individual 
complaints concerning Council services should be directed to the Council Services 
department involved, who will then guide you through the complaints procedure if 
required. 

Much of this work is undertaken by Review Panels. Each Panel has its own page on 
the website containing information on the scope of the review, current position, 
timetable, forthcoming events, and how you can get involved. 

Each of the Review Panels reports their findings and recommendations to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

 

https://reigate-banstead.moderngov.co.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=What%20is%20Call-In&ID=255&RPID=167915
http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/info/20324/overview_and_scrutiny_committee/344/current_overview_and_scrutiny_review_panels


 

Consultation 
The Committee is consulted by the Executive on all its major plans and strategies. 

The Executive must take account of its views. The Committee wants to hear 
community views and explore options before it submits its reports to the Executive. 

Guides to the operation of Scrutiny 
Two leaflets have been produced that provide more information on the Scrutiny 
function, how to get involved and about participating in Review Panels. 

To access these leaflets click on the link below: 

• Guides to the operation of Scrutiny leaflets 

Access to papers 
Agendas and minutes for meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee are 
available for you to browse or print at Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

Links to Council Priorities 
The Scrutiny function seeks to develop the Council's priorities and to generally 
improve services. 

A number of key documents make up the Policy Framework that sets out those 
priorities which are available by clicking the link below: 

• The Community Plan 
• Our 5 year plan (Corporate Plan 2015-20) 

Contact 
Democratic Services (01737 276182) 
Reigate & Banstead Council,  
Town Hall,  
Castlefield Road,  
Reigate,  
RH2 OSH 
Democratic@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 
 

http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/downloads/download/443/guides_to_the_operation_of_scrutiny
http://reigate-banstead.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=135
http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/info/20205/plans_and_policies/279/the_community_plan
http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/info/20205/plans_and_policies/280/our_5_year_plan
mailto:Democratic@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
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